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LeUer To the Ed.itor 
: Id \vhy do we even need Editor'~ note: We nor- help me; he said he wou C '. b . 
, only support me. Sl'nce I ommlSSJOners [0 eglll mally lil1#t Ie tiers to the 

llad no grant wn·ting expe- with. If any decision is editor in s(ze and length but d . I Sh 
' SI 'ff rl'ence, fearl'ng I would rna econcernmgtle er-after repding. len. iffD 

Mullen's limer / decIded /0 mess up the entire process ~partment or any other 
printit in it's entirety. The and not get any money I OffiCial ~ffice m the least 
views ani;f opinions ex- again asked for the Judge~way, I beheve It should be 
pressed bj Sheriff Mullen help and again, in a politi- up to the fourConmlission
are not necessarily shared cal round about way was ers to make that decision by 
by the staff, management told no. Being quite disap- public vote, instead of just 
and own¢rship of The pointed I left and the next one chosen individual. 
Stonewall 'County Courier day begin working on the This bring up another 
and as all1iays we welcome grant over the internet. item I would like to ad-

. '" Thecompletedgrantlla,.l dress. On numerous Ol'ca-opposzng l{leWpomts. ..... 

should be subject to run
ning the Sheriff's Dept. 'out 
of my personal pocket. I'll 
bet the County Commis
sioners do not have to op
erate maintainers and 
dump trucks for the County 
out of tileir personal pock
ets. 

A few years back there 
was a called meeting of the 
elected officials in the 

Preside!)t Bush in one of to be approved and submit- sions I have asked indi
his last cohflicts called it ted by June I, 2009. I be- viduals that sit on the Ct-Jl1-
Shock anq Awe. I do not gin to work on it, answer- missioners Court about dif
have such! a catchy name ing questioris to the best of ferent items and situations 
for my conP-ict, I will sim- my ability, with the help of that have arisen, concern- tinle. Here at the Sheriff's 
ply call ~ne Unfortunate Carolyn Putnam, who is ing the Sheriff's Dept. Dept. we have comp time. 
BS that I hilVe put up with employed by the West Many, many times I have Forthose whl) don't under

Ona weekly basis for the Texas Council of Govern- been told by these same 
past 6 or sq years. So I de- ments in Abilene. I finally individuals (I did nol know 
cided to write this letter and had it ready to submit on that, or I was not tolel that , 
submit it io the editor in May 28th. As for the or it was not explained to 
hopes he w\mld printi!, and County Judge, he did call me that way) If this, being 
with your i!)put I might find me a couple of hours be- the case shouldn't this be 
an answer';'r a better name fore I submitted the grant the perfect example of 
for my pro~lem. to advise me that I had what I'm talking about on 

meeting room of the court
house, to try and determine 
ways to cut operation cost 
in the County. I being prob
ably the only fool in the 
room that day stood up and 
said lets cut out COMP 

My problem started al- omitted or inappropriately being infornled. I do not 
most six y~ars ago, since answered some of the care who you are the only 
that time I have made sev- questions. Since the grant way to be totally infornled 
eral attem~ts to correct it was being completed via about your job, tusk or abil
on my ow~, all I can say the internet the Judge had ity to participate to tile full
about that, it didn 'tturn out full access to its progress. est in your position, is to be 
very good. ~ut since I am I suppose this was his sup- . knowledgeable and in
accustom ti:> dealing with port that he advised me he fOrnled on the matter at 
doom and gloom much of would contribute. hand. Yes, sometime this 
the time, Ij~st shook it off The Commissioners can be very unhandy, but it 
and have continued on in Court had to call a special is the job that you asked 
the day to d~y operation of meeting on May 29th to people to elect you to. 
the Sheriff pept. approve the submission of Another item that has 

To be farr and as infor- the Grant Application, at plagued the Sheriff's De
mative as I ~an, one of my the close of this meeting, partment for a number of 
most rece~t situations the Commissioners Court years is keeping our bills 
started back on May I I, all voted for and gave the paid in a tinlely manner. I 
2009. On (his day I at- County Judge the ilUthority realize 1 am stepping on 
tended a gra~t workshop in or permission to apply for, toes, but it's not my 
Abilene to tt-y and gain the accept, reject, alter, or ter- Sheriff's Department, it is 
knowledge !and ability to minate the grant on behalf yours, the citizens of 
apply for f~ee money for of the Commissio~e:s Stonewall County and I 
the Sheriff Dept. that was Court. After reading this 1Il think it is only fair that you 
being offered by the State. the newspaper this really know some of the other 
Of course, ihere were ap- concerned me. First, why things that I deal with for 
proxinlately!20 other agen- would the Commissioners (you) serving as your Sher
cies at the ~ame meeting. give this sale decision to iff. Sure, We all can get be
After attending the meet- the one person that refused hind when it comes to pay
ing, everyore left with a to help me in the fir~t ing bills, but getting to the 
packet of papers and hur- place? Second, why did point to where a provided 
ried home to get started. each Commissioner so service is completely cut 
After all, w~ were told that quickly and freely give up off or credit is denied for 
a p pro xi i mat ely their personal vote and de- lack of pa~ment should be 
$850,OOO.OQ would be di,,- ci:;iun making ability? I do totally unacceptable. I have 
tributed between 80 juri:;· lllll know how you as tried to address this item 
dictions that compose the individual's feel about this, more than once, but no 
WTCOG arda. but j voted for my Com- matter what angle I try and 

The next day I went over missioner to represent me pursuit to remedy this, I 
to talk to the ;County Judge as a citizen of the County. always end up being told it 
about this grimt to see if his Regardless of how popular is (my fault). One of the 
secretary, Who also at- the decisions are that have most recent solutions I 
tended the meeting could to be made, I want my have been told by tiM 
help me prepare'the grant. Commissioner to make that County Judge was I should 
The County Judge told me decision. If our Commis- pay for (things out of my 
straight out [(lUt neither he sJO~e:s so fre~ly gIVes therr pocket) and turn in receipts 
nor his secretary would declsJOnmakingpowerand for reimbursement. Folks, 

vote to one person, then do you really believe I 

stand just what this is, it is 
to let someone off 'Norle 
with pay (holidays) and 
then pay someone else to 
work for them. Other 
words, it is costing double 
to fill that position for that 
shift, when you could ei
ther pay overtime to the 
person or give the person 
the opportunity to choose 
to take the overtime or 
comp time. Other Coun
ties around the area use this 
method, but not us (why?) 

Basically, the only tiling 
I learned at this meeting 
was to save money the 
Court had taken a deputy 
position away from the 
Sheriff's Department, 
without so much as a hell
o and they had hired One 
person in the COUlthouse to 
work between the Tax Of
fice and Clerk's Office. To 
clarify this, the two Offices 
would share the labor of 
this one individual. It now 
has been over 4 years since 
this was done and both the 
Clerk and Tax Office now 
have two employees each 
and I am still sitting here 
wi th one Deputy. Since tllis 
tie, the County has pur
chased a new caterpillar 
motor grader, loader, a 
couple of trucks, couple 
pickups and two belly 
dumps. I just can not see 
how they could not squeeze 
a salary out of all this for a 
Deputy. Folies, the Road 
and Bridge Dept. do an ex
cellent job at maintaining 
our roads, we should be 
very grateful of this. but 
there are more things in 
running a county effi
ciently and safe than hav
ing smooth roads to travel. 
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I 
Each one of you either 

has a place in thE, r:puntry 
or h8:: family i-ht1{ does. 

Again good rOClds are es
sential to accessing your 
places, but isn't I~w en
forcement just a mtle bit 
more important. It is a 
shame that the criminals 

can travel such goof! roads 
to vandalize and 5t":al your 
things, when there;is sim
ply not enough time for me 
and one Deputy to cover, 
watch, or protect your 
things. Just knowipg that 
might pop up at any time 
is a good deterrenl itself, 
and two of us just can not 
cover the County os it 
should be, Some"ihere in 
this process, I personally 

believe the Counties, priori
ties have becmnt unbal
anced. 

Each time I have 

brought this subject up to 
the Court, I hear th¢ same 
tiling. (We have tw,? High
way Patrols here) Highway 
patrol being the key; words. 
Yes, Kipp and Brandon 
have been diligent about 
assisting us from lime to 
time, but their loyalty lays 
with DPS, not the Sheriff's 
Dept. Their first and fore
most Obligation is with 
their Sergeant. We \lfe very 
fortunate to have I<iipp and 
Brandon, but in all honesty 
and with much respect you 

can not depend on them 
each time. They bQth have 
to adhere to a very strict 
schedule. Besides S tone
wall County, they work in 
five other C0untlcs: as \Nell. 

If you would as1-: them, 

they each wiJI tell you the 
same thing. 

The DlspatcherU ailers 
that work for the Sheriff's 
Dept. are truly the back

bone of the entire' opera
tion. No one, other than 
those that have done this 
type of work can tr41y un
derstand the impOltance of 

this job. When Yfm call 
needing help, you :can al
ways be assured tlJat the 
voice on the othel': side.is 
there to help. Sometimes 
that could be the difference 
between life and death. Of 

all the County employee 
jobs, to become a Certified 
Jailer/Dispatche, is the 
hardest to achieve. To meet 
the State's qualifications 
alone is hard, not (0 men
tion the physical training, 

testing and schooling that more seriou:>. Just one ex

is mandatory. Then add the ample of tllis, is in June of 

Department of Public 2008, the roof blew off our 

Safety telecornmumcations storage sheel just adjacent 

training and cover all this to the Sheriff's Office. I 

wi th constant 911 training. have followed protocol, re

I can assure you that to ported it, turned in bids, re

workin a Sheriff's Depart- reported it, and so forth. It 

ment, as small as ours is not has been a year and still I 

for everyone. It truly takes haven't received the OK to 

a special type of person to have it repaired. You don't 

do this type of work. For have to lilee me, but tlIis is 

years, I have tried to get ti,e an Official County Office 

Court to realize this and and it deserved the same 

pay these people a wage courtesy and respect as any 

that truly reflects on their other office. It is funny how 

qualifications and traimng, a lot of people really don't 

instead of paying themlilce think much about the 

they were fast food em- Sheriff's Dept., until they 

ployees. I have yet man- need assistance in some 

aged to achieve tllis. Per- manner. We don't close on 

haps with some outside in- Holidays, or maintain 

put they nlight realize the courthouse hours. We are 

true importance of these here 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a 

employees. week for you. I refer to it 

I suppose my most nlis- as the Hawk sitting on the 

understood conflict has lone post trying to watch 

been with the County the entire field for a mouse. 

Judge. Years back, I would And yet somebody is al

have considered him a ways driving by and taking 

close friend and ally in law a cbeap shot at us. Causing 

enforcement, but unfortu- us to have to fly off and 

Hately about 6 years ago circle a couple of times be

things between us com- fore landing back on our 

pletely deteriorated. After post. 

realizing tlIis had happened No matter if you like me 

l personally tried to seek or not you l~lOW that if you 

out what the trouble was. need me, I will be there 

One night along about this ready to support, fight or 

same time, while sitting in defend you to the bitter 

the Sheriff's Office, the end. I attribute a lot of my 

Judge told me that partOf" personal beliefs to the way 

the trouble was I had been I was raised. I was taught 

telling everyone that I was that if you make a mistake, 

running for the Judge's to try harder the second 

Office, and ridiculing the time, for some of us it 

job he was doing. I at- nlight even mean taking a 

tempted to assure him this third attempt, but just don't 

wasthefurthestthingfrom keep doing it half-way. 

my mind. I told him he This has worked well for 

could not produce one in- me and I will continue to 

dividual who I had told do this as long as able. 

such. Looking back now, I I like my job and will 

really do not care. But at continue to do this as long 

the time, I was concerned as you will continue to 

that someone could so bla- have me. I only ask one 

tantlynlisuse their friend- thing of you, that is pick up 

ship with him, when the the phone and call,or go by 

only purpose was to de- and visit with your Com

stray the working relation- nlissioner, ask a few ques

ship, and friendship be- tions, find out who, why 

tween him and me. The and what's happening. Yon 

Judge knew me well know they did not nlind 

enough that ifI had a prob- conling by and asking you 

lem with him I would try for a vote and they should 

and resolve it with him not mind taking a few min

first. I even have attempted utes to discuss some of the 

this on a couple of differ- issue that I have brought to 

ent occasions since then, your attention. If you will Living in a small commu

but it did not work well ei- do this one thing, not only nity like we do, our num

ther, only ended up worse might it inspire them, but ber· one goal should be to 

than before. it could benefit the entire adhere to one purpose and 

I do talce the job of Sher- community. mat IS to nelp p~ace arlU 

iff very seriOUSly, when I I hope that I have sin- harmony prevail. 

see the Sheriff's Depart- cerely stirred some type of Sincerely, 

ment being put on the back positive emotions in you Bill Mullen Sheriff 

burner, I take that even that will and can umte us. Stonewall County 

-----------------------------
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